FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (YEAR A) Sunday 13 September 2026

EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL

MENDER

EXPLORING NEXT SUNDAY’S THEME
  
Introducing the Gospel

Forgiveness (Matthew 18: 21-35)
In chapter 18 Matthew presents a block of teaching concerned with the relationship among Christians, or life in the church, and is sometimes described as a community rule. After dealing with the need to recall sinners to repentance and seeking the lost, Matthew turns attention to the issue of forgiveness.  Christians are people who have been forgiven much by God and should, therefore, go on showing forgiveness to others.  The point is made in the parable of the slave who was forgiven a large debt but who refused himself to forgive a small debt.  To forgive is to mend and to restore relationships.

Our image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s account of Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness is mender.


Core extract from the Gospel (Matthew 18: 21-28; for reflection throughout the week)

Peter came and said to Jesus,
‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive?
As many as seven times?’
Jesus said to him,
‘Not seven times,
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.’


Gospel prayer (for use throughout the week)

Lord Jesus Christ,
you call your followers
to be forgiving people.
Help us to forgive others
that we may live up to our calling;
for you are our God.
Amen.





READING NEXT SUNDAY’S GOSPEL

  Matthew 18: 21-35 

Forgiveness

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’







































































ENGAGING WITH THE THEME  

Dwelling with the text (Matthew 18: 21-35)

Begin to explore Matthew’s account of Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness by employing the SIFT approach of Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking. You may find that one of these approaches comes easier to you than the others. But it is worth trying all four. 
· What details in the passage catch your attention (Sensing)?
· What big ideas in the passage spark in your mind (Intuition)?
· What most touches your heart in the passage (Feeling)?
· What most stretches your mind and makes you think in the passage (Thinking)?

Thinking and talking	

Identify topics within the passage that can get you thinking and talking. Here are some ideas to get you started.
· What do you make of the King’s intention to put his slave up for sale?
· How do you understand the King’s change of heart?
· What do you make of the forgiven slave’s treatment of his fellow slave?
· How do you feel about the King’s closing actions?
· What does this passage say for us today?

Using your Bible 

In the fourth block of Matthew’s teaching the parable of the unforgiving slave only appears in Matthew’s Gospel, although the linking material about the number of times forgiveness should be given is shared by Luke. Compare also Luke’s famous parable about forgiveness:
· Luke 17: 3-4
· Luke 15: 11-32
Explore related ideas of forgiveness in the Old Testament:

· Genesis 50: 15-21
· Psalm 25: 6-7
· Psalm 103: 1-13






Exploring online

Widen your exploration of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness by looking up some of the following themes and others of your own choosing. 
· Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness
· Images of menders at work across different trades and professions
· Theologies of forgiveness

Drawing on experience

The image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s account of Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness is mender. Draw on your experience of a mender. For example: 
· Reflect on occasions when you have needed a mender to repair things for you.
· Reflect on occasions when you have forgiven others.
· reflect on occasions when you have sought forgiveness.
What have you learned about a mender?

Creating and making 

This section offers pointers to some creative activities that may be inspired by the theme of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness or on the image of a mender.  
· Make a collage drawing together images of different menders: forgiveness mends and restores relationships.
· Make a poster re-telling the parable of the unforgiving slave.
· Collect stories about remarkable acts of forgiveness.
· Create a reflection, poem, or prayer on the theme of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ teaching about forgiveness or on the image of a mender.
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EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL


Each week we are inviting people in their homes to look forward to those Sunday services that follow the Revised Common Lectionary Gospel readings. We employ the SIFT approach (Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking) to encourage reflection on the Sunday Gospel. 
We are suggesting a variety of ways in which people of all ages, and households working together, may engage with the Gospel reading and celebrate that engagement with shared activities. 

These materials have been developed by the Canon Theologian of Liverpool Cathedral working in collaboration with the staff team here at the Cathedral, and with sponsorship and support from the St Mary’s Centre in Wales. 
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The scripture quotations contained in these materials are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and is used with permission. All rights reserved.

Copyright © Leslie J. Francis, 2026
Canon Theologian Liverpool Cathedral
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