SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (YEAR A) Sunday 20 September 2026

EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL

PRIZES FOR ALL

EXPLORING NEXT SUNDAY’S THEME
  
Introducing the Gospel

Labourers in the vineyard (Matthew 20: 1-6)
At this point in the Gospel Jesus is making his final journey toward Jerusalem. On the way Matthew offers further teaching about the Kingdom of heaven. The parable of the labourers in the vineyard makes the point that God rewards all equally, at whatever point they responded to the call of the Kingdom. Latecomers are entitled to the same reward a those who have borne the burden of the day. Tax collectors are as welcome as Pharisees. God’s way of looking at things overturns the customary expectations.

Our image to stimulate reflection on the parable of the labourers in the vineyard is prizes for all. 


Core extract from the Gospel (Matthew 20: 8-10; for reflection throughout the week)

Jesus said, ‘When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to this manager,
“Call the labourers and give them their pay,
beginning with the last and then going to the first.”’
When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received the usual daily wage.
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more;
but each of them also received the usual daily wage.’


Gospel prayer (for use throughout the week)

Lord Jesus Christ,
you welcome all your people
into your kingdom.
Give us grace to love you,
that we may use our lives in your service;
for you are our God.
Amen.





READING NEXT SUNDAY’S GOSPEL

  Matthew 20: 1-16


The Labourers in the Vineyard

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’




































































ENGAGING WITH THE THEME  

Dwelling with the text (Matthew 20: 1-16)

Begin to explore Matthew’s parable of the labourers in the vineyard by employing the SIFT approach of Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking. You may find that one of these approaches comes easier to you than the others. But it is worth trying all four. 
· What details in the passage catch your attention (Sensing)?
· What big ideas in the passage spark in your mind (Intuition)?
· What most touches your heart in the passage (Feeling)?
· What most stretches your mind and makes you think in the passage (Thinking)?

Thinking and talking	

Identify topics within the passage that can get you thinking and talking. Here are some ideas to get you started.
· How do you understand the arrangement with those hired first, ‘for the usual daily wage’?
· How do you understand the arrangement with those hired later, ‘I will pay you whatever is right’?
· What do you make of the landowner’s behaviour?
· What do you make of the reaction of the labourers?
· What does this passage say for us today?

Using your Bible 

Explore the context in Mark’s Gospel into which Matthew has placed this parable:

· Matthew 19: 27-30
· Mark 10: 28-31

Explore St Paul’s teaching on equality in God’s eyes: 

· Romans 3: 21-30
· Galatians 3: 23-29
· Colossians 3: 5-11




Exploring online

Widen your exploration of Matthew’s parable of the labourers in the vineyard by looking up some of the following themes and others of your own choosing. 
· Labourers in the vineyard
· Alice in wonderland caucas-race
· Equality in the Kingdom of God

Drawing on experience

The image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s parable of the labourers in the vineyard is prizes for all. Draw on your experience of prizes. For example: 
· Reflect on your experience of winning prizes
· Reflect on your experience of disappointment at not winning.
· Reflect on your experience of being non-competitive.
What have you learned about prizes for all?

Creating and making 

This section offers pointers to some creative activities that may be inspired by Matthew’s parable of the labourers in the vineyard or by the image of prizes for all.  
· Design and make trophies or certificates so that each person can receive one.
· Create a collage of prizes.
· Design of mural showing the labourers in the vineyard.
· Create a reflection, poem, or prayer on the theme of Matthew’s parable of the labourers in the vineyard or on the image of prizes for all.
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EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL


Each week we are inviting people in their homes to look forward to those Sunday services that follow the Revised Common Lectionary Gospel readings. We employ the SIFT approach (Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking) to encourage reflection on the Sunday Gospel. 
We are suggesting a variety of ways in which people of all ages, and households working together, may engage with the Gospel reading and celebrate that engagement with shared activities. 

These materials have been developed by the Canon Theologian of Liverpool Cathedral working in collaboration with the staff team here at the Cathedral, and with sponsorship and support from the St Mary’s Centre in Wales. 
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The scripture quotations contained in these materials are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and is used with permission. All rights reserved.
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