NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY (YEAR A) Sunday 11 October 2026

EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL

PARTY INVITATION

EXPLORING NEXT SUNDAY’S THEME
  
Introducing the Gospel

Parable of invitations to the wedding feast (Matthew 22: 1-14)
In chapter 22 Matthew is still preparing his readers for the crucifixion and for an interpretation of that momentous event.  Today he does so through the parable of the invitations to the wedding.  Through the imagery of the Old Testament, the wedding feast had become an established symbol for the age of the Messiah.  This parable spells out how the people originally invited (the people of Israel) had declined the invitation.  Therefore, God will invite others to the table.

Our image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s parable of invitations to the wedding feast is party invitation.


Core extract from the Gospel (Matthew 22: 1-5; for reflection throughout the week)

Once more Jesus spoke to the chief priests and Pharisees in parables, saying:
‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding banquet for his son.
He sent his slaves to call those
who had been invited to the wedding banquet,
but they would not come.
Again he sent other slaves, saying,
“Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.”
But they made light of it and went away.’


Gospel prayer (for use throughout the week)

Lord Jesus Christ,
you invite us to your table.
Give us grace to accept your invitation,
that we may sit and eat with you in your kingdom;
for you are our God.
Amen.

READING NEXT SUNDAY’S GOSPEL

  Matthew 22: 1-14


The Parable of the Wedding Banquet

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’









































































ENGAGING WITH THE THEME  

Dwelling with the text (Matthew 22: 1-14)

Begin to explore Matthew’s parable of invitations to the wedding feast by employing the SIFT approach of Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking. You may find that one of these approaches comes easier to you than the others. But it is worth trying all four. 
· What details in the passage catch your attention (Sensing)?
· What big ideas in the passage spark in your mind (Intuition)?
· What most touches your heart in the passage (Feeling)?
· What most stretches your mind and makes you think in the passage (Thinking)?

Thinking and talking	

Identify topics within the passage that can get you thinking and talking. Here are some ideas to get you started.
· What is the significance of the marriage feast in Matthew’s mind?
· How do you read the idea that they ‘made light’ of the invitation?
· What has Matthew in mind when he writes that they killed those who brought the invitation?
· How do you read the idea that the King’s slaves invited ‘both good and bad’ to the feast?
· What does this passage say for us today?

Using your Bible 

Recall how Matthew has just used the parable of the vineyard taken from Mark’s Gospel:

· Matthew 21: 33-41

Matthew now shapes a second parable with the same structure. This time Matthew shares material with Luke but shapes it differently: 

· [bookmark: _Hlk141951407]Luke 14: 16-24

Explore the image of the wedding feast in John’s Gospel:

· John 2: 1-11
Explore passages in the Old Testament about the wedding feasts:
· Isaiah 25: 6-9



Exploring online

Widen your exploration of Matthew’s parable of invitations to the wedding feast by looking up some of the following themes and others of your own choosing. 
· The Wedding Feast in the Bible
· Images and classic art of the Wedding Feast
· Contemporary wedding invitations

Drawing on experience

The image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s parable of invitations to the wedding feast is party invitation. Draw on your experience of party invitations. For example: 
· Reflect on your experiences of not wanting to accept invitations.
· Reflect on your experiences of having your invitations rejected.
· Reflect on your rejections of God’s invitations to you. 
What have you learned about party invitations?

Creating and making 

This section offers pointers to some creative activities that may be inspired by the theme of Matthew’s parable of invitations to the wedding feast or by the image of party invitations.  
· Create invitations inviting others to share in the feast.
· Create a collage of the wedding feast and the eucharistic feast: ‘Everyone is invited’.
· Create a poster listing reasons not to accept the invitation.
· Create a reflection, poem, or prayer on the theme of Matthew’s parable of invitations to the wedding feast or on the image of party invitation.
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EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL


Each week we are inviting people in their homes to look forward to those Sunday services that follow the Revised Common Lectionary Gospel readings. We employ the SIFT approach (Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking) to encourage reflection on the Sunday Gospel. 
We are suggesting a variety of ways in which people of all ages, and households working together, may engage with the Gospel reading and celebrate that engagement with shared activities. 

These materials have been developed by the Canon Theologian of Liverpool Cathedral working in collaboration with the staff team here at the Cathedral, and with sponsorship and support from the St Mary’s Centre in Wales. 
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The scripture quotations contained in these materials are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and is used with permission. All rights reserved.
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