THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (YEAR A) Sunday 8 November 2026 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL

BATTERIES

EXPLORING NEXT SUNDAY’S THEME
  
Introducing the Gospel

Foolish and wise bridesmaids (Matthew 25: 1-13)
Matthew’s Gospel presents five blocks of Jesus’ teaching. The first block (chapters 5, 6, 7) opens with the eight beatitudes (that we read on All Saints’ Day). The beatitudes hold out God’s promises of how things may go well when God’s reign is welcomed. The last block (chapters 23, 24, 25) opens with the seven woes. The woes hold out the threat of how things may not go well when God’s reign is rejected. Today’s reading comes from that last block of teaching and illustrates the consequences of failing to take our call seriously. It is the parable that contrasts the foolish and wise bridesmaids.  The wise take spare oil for their lamps and the foolish do not.  By the time the bridegroom arrives their lamps have gone out.  

Our image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the foolish and wise bridesmaids is batteries. 


Core extract from the Gospel (Matthew 25: 1-4; for reflection throughout the week)

Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this.
Ten bridesmaids took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom.
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;
but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.’


Gospel prayer (for use throughout the week)

Lord Jesus Christ,
you welcome those
who are prepared for your coming.
Fill our lamps with oil that never runs out,
that our lives may shine
ready for your kingdom;
for you reign for ever.
Amen.





READING NEXT SUNDAY’S GOSPEL

  Matthew 25: 1-13


The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.









































































ENGAGING WITH THE THEME  

Dwelling with the text (Matthew 25: 1-13)

Begin to explore Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the foolish and wise bridesmaids by employing the SIFT approach of Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking. You may find that one of these approaches comes easier to you than the others. But it is worth trying all four. 
· What details in the passage catch your attention (Sensing)?
· What big ideas in the passage spark in your mind (Intuition)?
· What most touches your heart in the passage (Feeling)?
· What most stretches your mind and makes you think in the passage (Thinking)?

Thinking and talking	

Identify topics within the passage that can get you thinking and talking. Here are some ideas to get you started.
· How does this narrative about women work alongside the preceding narrative about men in Matthew 24: 45-51?
· What is the significance of the bridegroom in the narrative?
· How do you interpret the image of oil?
· How do you interpret the bridegroom’s refusal to open the door?
· What does this passage say for us today?

Using your Bible 

Explore the understanding of the bridegroom and Matthew’s contrast between the wise and the foolish:

· Matthew 7: 24-27
· Matthew 9: 14-15

Explore passages in the Apocrypha reflecting wisdom and light:

· Wisdom of Solomon 6: 12-16
· Wisdom of Solomon 7: 24-26

Explore passages in the Old Testament reflecting on lamps:

· Psalm 119: 105
· Psalm 132: 13-18




Exploring online

Widen your exploration of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the foolish and wise bridesmaids by looking up some of the following themes and others of your own choosing. 
· The wise and foolish bridesmaids
· Oil lamps in Jesus’ day
· Remembrance Sunday

Drawing on experience

The image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the foolish and wise bridesmaids is batteries. Draw on your experience of batteries. For example: 
· Reflect on your experience of being let down by a battery
· Reflect on your experience of not having batteries when you need them
· Reflect on the experience of ‘your battery’ running flat
What have you learned about batteries?

Creating and making 

This section offers pointers to some creative activities that may be inspired by the theme of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the foolish and wise bridesmaids or by the image of batteries.  
· Make a collage telling the parable of the foolish and wise bridesmaids.
· Make a display of different kinds of batteries.
· Create a poster of things that need batteries to make them work.
· Create a reflection, poem, or prayer on the theme of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the foolish and wise bridesmaids or on the image of batteries.
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EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL


Each week we are inviting people in their homes to look forward to those Sunday services that follow the Revised Common Lectionary Gospel readings. We employ the SIFT approach (Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking) to encourage reflection on the Sunday Gospel. 
We are suggesting a variety of ways in which people of all ages, and households working together, may engage with the Gospel reading and celebrate that engagement with shared activities. 

These materials have been developed by the Canon Theologian of Liverpool Cathedral working in collaboration with the staff team here at the Cathedral, and with sponsorship and support from the St Mary’s Centre in Wales. 
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The scripture quotations contained in these materials are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and is used with permission. All rights reserved.

Copyright © Leslie J. Francis, 2026
Canon Theologian Liverpool Cathedral
with sponsorship and support from
St Mary’s Centre, Wales
	
image3.emf

image4.jpeg
anolfan
Y Santes Fair

St Mary’s
entre




