SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT (YEAR A) Sunday 15 November 2026
EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL

DIFFERENT GIFTS

EXPLORING NEXT SUNDAY’S THEME
  
Introducing the Gospel

Faithful and wicked servants (Matthew 25: 14-30)
Matthew’s fifth and last block of Jesus’ teaching (chapters 23, 24, and 25) focus the note of urgency, calling God’s people to be ready to welcome God’s reign. Last week the Gospel reading was the narrative of the wise and foolish bridesmaids (Matthew 25: 1-13). This week’s Gospel reading is the narrative of the faithful and wicked servants (Matthew 25: 14-30). While the wise bridesmaids needed simply to be prepared, the faithful servants were required to be active and to make full use of all that their master had entrusted to them. For them, waiting for the Lord to come is not a passive but an active commitment.  Waiting for the Lord to come is not world denying but world affirming.

Our image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the faithful and wicked servants is different gifts. 


Core extract from the Gospel (Matthew 25: 14-18; for reflection throughout the week)

Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a journey,
summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;
to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one,
to each according to his ability.
Then he went away.
The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them,
and made five more talents.
In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
But the one who had received the one talent
went off and dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master’s money.’


Gospel prayer (for use throughout the week)

Lord Jesus Christ,
all that we have comes from you.
Teach us so to use
what you have given us,
that our lives may praise your name;
now and always.
Amen.

READING NEXT SUNDAY’S GOSPEL

  Matthew 25: 14-30


The Parable of the Faithful and Wicked Servants

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”




































































ENGAGING WITH THE THEME  

Dwelling with the text (Matthew 25: 14-30)

Begin to explore Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the faithful and wicked servants by employing the SIFT approach of Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking. You may find that one of these approaches comes easier to you than the others. But it is worth trying all four. 
· What details in the passage catch your attention (Sensing)?
· What big ideas in the passage spark in your mind (Intuition)?
· What most touches your heart in the passage (Feeling)?
· What most stretches your mind and makes you think in the passage (Thinking)?

Thinking and talking	

Identify topics within the passage that can get you thinking and talking. Here are some ideas to get you started.
· How do you interpret the unequal distribution?
· How do you understand the references to talents?
· How would you like to work for that master?
· How do you feel about the treatment of the servant who was given one talent?
· What does this passage say for us today?

Using your Bible 

Explore the springboard for Matthew’s narrative in his primary source Mark, and explore comparable material in Luke’s Gospel: 

· Mark 13: 34
· Luke 19: 12-27

Explore passages in the Old Testament that resonate with this narrative:

· Proverbs 20: 4
· Zephaniah 1: 7, 12-18

Explore passages in the New Testament that speak of gifts differing: 

· Romans 12: 4-8
· 1 Corinthians 12: 1-31




Exploring online

Widen your exploration of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the faithful and wicket servants by looking up some of the following themes and others of your own choosing. 
· Parable of the talents
· Gifts differing in the Bible
· Gifts differing in psychology

Drawing on experience

The image to stimulate reflection on Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the faith and wicked servants is different gifts. Draw on your experience of different gifts. For example: 
· Reflect on what you see as your ‘gifts’
· Reflect on the gifts you would like but do not possess
· Reflect on how you see others refine their gifts
What have you learned about different gifts?

Creating and making 

This section offers pointers to some creative activities that may be inspired by the theme of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the faithful and wicket servants or by the image of different gifts.  
· Make a poster illustrating the parable of the faithful and wicked servants.
· Make a collage illustrating the diversity of gifts.
· Invite people to name and to illustrate their gifts.
· Create a reflection, poem, or prayer on the theme of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ parable of the faithful and wicked servants or on the image of different gifts.
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EXPLORING THE SUNDAY GOSPEL


Each week we are inviting people in their homes to look forward to those Sunday services that follow the Revised Common Lectionary Gospel readings. We employ the SIFT approach (Sensing, Intuition, Feeling, and Thinking) to encourage reflection on the Sunday Gospel. 
We are suggesting a variety of ways in which people of all ages, and households working together, may engage with the Gospel reading and celebrate that engagement with shared activities. 

These materials have been developed by the Canon Theologian of Liverpool Cathedral working in collaboration with the staff team here at the Cathedral, and with sponsorship and support from the St Mary’s Centre in Wales. 
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The scripture quotations contained in these materials are taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and is used with permission. All rights reserved.
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